
Christophe De Kepper
Director General 
International Olympic Committee
Chateau de Vidy
Case postale 356
1001 Lausanne
Switzerland

August 27th 2013

Dear Mr De Kepper,

Many thanks for your thoughtful response to my recent letter in which GETA expressed 
worries for the safety of gay people visiting the Sochi Winter Olympics, as competitors, team 
members, media and spectators.

I understand, but do not agree with, your position.  Despite assurances you have received 
from the Russian government there is still widespread concern that gay people will be 
intimidate and assaulted by Russian people and arrested by the security forces if they show 
any signs of being homosexual. This is currently happening already with beatings, murders 
and arrests of gay people just for being themselves in public.

Since I wrote to you the Russian government has in addition banned all “gatherings, rallies, 
demonstrations, marches and pickets” which are not part of the Winter Olympics or 
Paralympics in the city between 7 Jan and 21 March 2014.  

We do not believe that the current, and worsening, situation is at all welcoming to gay people.  
Without any significant improvement GETA will be strongly advising gay people worldwide not 
to attend the Sochi Winter Olympics because their safety cannot be guaranteed.  It is 
regrettable that the Olympic Games, which should be open to all, will exclude gay people in 
2014, especially when compared with the warmth with which all people were received in 
London in 2012, regardless of race, sexuality or religion. 

I hope that in future the IOC takes into account the impact of a country’s human rights 
position when considering where to award the Games.  I cannot believe that in the 20th 
century the IOC would have awarded the Games to apartheid South Africa.  I hope that in the 
21st century you do not again award them to any country that makes it impossible for you to 
live up to your own Olympic Charter.

Having personally enjoyed the 2012 London Olympics it is sad that I and millions of other gay 
people worldwide will not feel welcome at the Sochi Winter Olympics.
Yours sincerely

Carlos Kytka
Executive Director
Gay European Tourism Association
carlos@geta-europe.org
www.geta-europe.org
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